
The Father Commits All Judgment unto the Son 
By Paris Reidhead* 

Will you turn, please, to John, Chapter 5, the portion which was read for us this morning. My heart echoes the ministry in 

preparing for the Message, “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound1.” Anniversaries or recurring events always bring with them 

the responsibility of spiritual inventory. Inasmuch as this morning marks the conclusion of five years’ ministry in The Gospel 

Tabernacle Church, the next Lord’s Day begins the sixth. I have had in the past weeks occasion for that spiritual inventory. 

When you realize that you have spoken some 225 times to a congregation on Sunday mornings, and as many times on Sunday 

evenings, and nearly as many times on Wednesday, and perhaps in the Bible Class as many occasions, you recognize that there 

is a great sense of personal responsibility. One is going to stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ and give an account of 

what has been said and the motives for its being said; one recognizes also that there is also great responsibility on the part of 

the hearers for that which has been said, that which they have heard, that which they might have heard, had they accepted 

the responsibility that the Lord gives to those He binds to a body for their spiritual development and nourishment.  

Now the end product of this spiritual inventory has been to approach you this Lord’s Day morning with a sense of necessity laid 

upon me, I believe by the Lord, of reviewing again those truths that we have in the Word concerning judgment, that is the 

judgment of the Believer. We are aware that there will be the resurrection of the wicked dead, that they will stand before the 

Great White Throne and give an account of the deeds they have done, their names will be found not written in the Lamb’s 

Book of Life, they will consent that God’s judgment is just and that He could in the light of their character, and the light of the 

use of their opportunities have done nothing more than He did, and that they fully deserve the condemnation that He brings. 

Now this is a facet of truth long neglected, but I am convinced beyond any question that in that day, when the final judgment is 

concluded, all who have breath will praise the Lord, and even those who are damned will recognize that God could have done 

nothing other than He did in the light of His character and theirs. We realize, therefore, there is: “that it is appointed unto man 

to die, and after death the judgment” (Heb. 9:27). We recognize that this does definitely pertain to those who know not our 

Lord Jesus. And so, should I be speaking to some now that have not the assurance of sins forgiven, and then I would hasten to 

enforce upon your mind this truth that God has set in your path Jesus Christ. He is the inescapable Christ, the unavoidable 

Christ. You must either meet Him now and bend before Him now, and fall upon Him as the stone cut out of the mountain 

without hands, and in the fall be broken and live in the breaking, or avoid Him, and detour this encounter with Christ now, to 

go on in your sin, and then to die and in that hour to have the inescapable meeting with Him, for He has ordained that “every 

knee shall bow, and every tongue shall confess that He is Lord” (Rom. 14:11). This means those who will not do it of their own 

choice now must do it of Divine imperative and necessity then.  

Now remember, God does not allow anyone the choice of meeting Christ, and of bowing before Christ. This He has committed 

to the Son. He has said they will. He just allows men to choose when they will meet Him, when they will bow. They bow of 

choice and live, or they bow of duress and necessity and die, but meet Him they must. This is a clear teaching of the Word of 

God. But our concern this morning is the Judgment as it related to us as the children of God, and the servants of God. Our Lord 

Jesus, speaking in John, Chapter 5, said, “The Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son” (Joh. 

5:22). This is the basic principle of the Word of God. He, that was judged of man, shall in turn judge man. John, Chapter 5, and 

verse 22, joins itself to Acts, Chapter 16. Excuse me, Acts, Chapter 17, where you have the testimony of the Apostle Paul 

concerning this matter of judgment. “And the times of this ignorance God winked at, but now commandeth all men 

everywhere to repent because He hath appointed a day in the which He will judge the world in righteousness by that Man 

whom He hath ordained whereof He hath given assurance unto all men in that He hath raised Him from the dead” (Act. 17:30-

31). 

Paul, writing to the Church at Rome, says that, “All men shall be judged by Jesus Christ according to His Gospel” (Rom. 2:16). 

Remember that all of the attributes of the triune God are now resident in the Person of Christ. Our Lord’s Prayer-glorify Thou 
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Me with the glory I had with Thee before the world began-includes the giving to Him, the Man Christ Jesus, the right to 

exercise all of the attributes of the Eternal Godhead. And so the miracle of the ascension of Christ is not that a body was taken 

to Heaven, but that the Man, Christ Jesus in that Body, is exercising all of the infinite attributes of the Eternal God: All Wisdom, 

all Justice, all Holiness, all Righteousness, all that God is Jesus Christ. He has been glorified with the glory that He had with His 

Father before the world began. That is a Man, Christ Jesus, in His resurrection body, and when John saw that man, the glorified 

God-Man, the One upon whose bosom he had leaned, the One to whom he came in familiarity that was allowed to him, and 

James, and Peter only of all men that walked, when he saw Him, 55 or 60 years after the resurrection, he saw all the attributes 

of the Eternal God resident in the Man Christ Jesus, and this revelation was so overwhelming that he fell at the feet of Christ as 

though he were dead.  

Now it is this Man, not the lowly Nazarene, before whom men shall stand, not the one that was led, meek as a little lamb, or as 

a sheep to be shorn, the one that is to judge all men, and has all judgment committed unto Him, is the Man Christ Jesus whom 

the Father has glorified with the glory that He had before the foundation of the world. And all of the attributes of the eternal 

God are now residing in, and manifest through the Man Christ Jesus. This is the truth that we must understand, lest we should 

become paly with Jesus. How true it is that we view Him as we wish to view Him, and usually seek to make God in our own 

image. How frequently we read the Gospels, before the Resurrection, and from this get our present concept of the living 

Christ. But you cannot rightly see Him as He is today by reading the Gospels. You see Him as He was, as He walked, accepting 

the limitations of His humanity, identifying Himself with you, submitting to being tested and tempted, and tried; and then, 

having been found without sin, being made sin for you. You see Him, as He in your place went to the Cross, and despised the 

shame, and endured the agony, and was willing to pour out His soul, His life unto death that He might redeem you. You see 

Him thus in the Gospels. But you do not see Him as He is in any of Matthew, or Mark, or Luke, or John, or the Acts. You do not 

see Him until the Revelator gives to us in Revelation the 1st Chapter the unveiling that breaks the seal of the silent heavens 

that allows us to view Christ as He has been glorified at the right hand of the Father. It is this one with whom we have to do. 

This one lived and died, and lives again, and holds the keys of death and hell.  

Now we understand well that when you meet Jesus Christ as He is, God who became flesh and dwelt among us, when you 

meet Him as He is revealed in the Word, God’s answer to the sin of the rebellious race, when you come to Him and cast 

yourself at His feet, break before Him, fall upon this rock that is cut out of the mountain without hands, and break your will in 

preference for His, and abandon your sovereignty for a glad reception of His sovereignty, when you receive Jesus Christ as the 

Prince and Savior that God by His right hand hath exalted Him to be, you are forgiven of all your past sins and your 

transgressions. We know that this justifying grace of God has the effect of once and for all, forever, removing from our account 

all sins of the past; those sins which we have committed before we met Christ will be remembered against us no more forever. 

They will be gone as far as the east is from the west, never more to haunt us or taunt us. They are gone. They are under the 

Blood. They are removed. But what we sometimes fail to realize is this, that we do not lose our moral responsibility with the 

reception of Christ, but from the day that you are placed in Christ and are pardoned by Him and forgiven of your past sins, 

from that day you are building upon the Rock, Christ Jesus, to whom you have come, on whom you have fallen, in the cleft of 

which you have been anchored and placed, from that moment you are subject to the discipline of responsibility to the Son.  

We speak so frequently of delight at the prospect of the Lord’s coming, and He is coming, and with the advent of the 

tomorrow’s news we will realize that there is all the more reason for His coming; for certainly the hearts of men fail them for 

fear, and it is time for us to look up, knowing that the only place for real redemption is from above. But let us realize that on 

the occasion of His coming, the first event is to stand in His presence and give an account of the deeds we have done in the 

body, whether they be good or whether they be bad. Everyone that names the Name of Christ will be there. You are in Him in 

truth, placed there by the husbandman, truly in Christ, then the first event on the Heavenly Calendar is going to be your 

standing personally before Jesus Christ to give an account of every deed you have done in the body, whether good or bad, 

since the day you came into Christ. Now this we must bear in our minds. This we must see. You say, “Well, what of the sins that 

I have committed since I came to know Christ, what of these?” Let us not for a moment suppose that these, because forgiven, 

shall not be recognized then. This is not the case at all. Allow that in your willfulness, in your disobedience, your spiritual sloth, 

or stupidity, you have allowed a period of time in which sin has been committed, and has not been forsaken, and not been 

confessed. You have named the Name of Christ. Can you visualize now a loom? The warp is strung over all the period of the 



years of your life. There is a time of obedience, a time of faithfulness, a time of submission. And the shuttle of obedience and 

faithfulness, and love and trust, is noted, and it shoots through the warp at every motion of the day, and it weaves there the 

pattern as it was intended to be. But then there comes that time of disobedience that breaks the thread in the shuttle, and the 

shuttle goes through, and through, and through, and through, and back and forth, again and again, and always letting the 

passage of the days be noted in the weaving; What will it mean? When your life is unrolled in that Day of Judgment, though 

the sin that broke the thread has been forgiven, the break in the pattern of His purpose will be apparent, and the emptiness 

and futility will be there to mock you, and to shame Him.  

It is not a light thing for a child of God to allow sin in his life. It is not a light thing for a child of God to permit disobedience and 

unbelief, because in that day when the weaving of your life is released and is unveiled, there will be break in pattern, and the 

empty warp. And sometimes that warp, those strands are broken so they can never be repaired to complete the pattern again. 

There is many a person who has gone on, thinking that somehow things were the same. They have not been the same, 

because back there warp was broken, and though somehow there has been forgiveness and pardon, the pattern of the cloth of 

the life is going to show it all through the years of eternity. Sin is a terrible thing.  

For what are we going to be judged in that day? I think primarily and above all we are going to be judged for motives. I am 

convinced that it is motive that gives character its meaning. It is motive which gives conduct its significance. For instance, you 

are driving on a rainy day. A man steps from the curb in front of your car. You put the brakes on, but your tires will not grip the 

slippery street, and the man collides with your car, and he is killed immediately. It is written up as man slaughter, for a man has 

been slaughtered. Then the evidence begins to come in, and the detectives begin to work, and they discover that you have 

been seen at that corner with your car idling day after day, week after week. You have been timing the one that stepped from 

the curb. You have been expecting that bus, at that time, and that man to get off that bus, and then it is soon seen that it was 

not manslaughter at all, but to protect yourself from some disclosure that he might make or blackmail that he might be in a 

position to offer, you had calculatedly timed it in such a way as to know where to put on your brakes to skid across the 

intersection, and what time, and the only thing you waited for was a rain at the time that the bus arrived. Now what has 

changed this from simply a case of an accidental death to that which is chargeable by murder, and punishable by all the 

sanctions against murder. It is motive, - motive.  

And when we read in 1st Corinthians, the 3rd Chapter that “we shall have our works tried, as by fire,” I do not believe that this 

has reference to sin (I Cor. 3:13). I believe sin is in another category. It has reference to the warp and the woof, as I have tried 

to describe it. I am now speaking of something else. I am speaking about good works performed from a wrong motive. And I 

am saying that in the day that we stand before Jesus Christ it is not going to be only what we have done, but why we did it,- 

why we did it. The same service can be offered properly with the one goal which alone shall be the yardstick by which all 

conduct shall be measured in that day when we stand before the Bema, the Judgment Seat of Christ, the same service offered 

from some other motive will be completely rejected. It is not a question of what, as much as it is of why.  

Now may I subscribe to you the one motive that I believe will make it possible to endure the fire of that day. We said at the 

outset that our Lord Jesus Christ prayed, “Father, glorify Thou Me with the glory I had with Thee before the world was” (Joh. 

17:5). I believe that everything that the Father and the Spirit are doing today they are doing to answer the prayer of the Son - 

glorify Thou Me. There is only one Heavenly motive at the present time, and that is the glory of Jesus Christ. Not the salvation 

of souls. God would rather man be lost than be saved in any way that would not glorify His Son. You say that is true? Yes. 

“Though God is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance,” He will not save them unless they 

repent (II Pet. 3:9). For it is only when they, recognize the crimes committed against the Son, and cast themselves at His feet 

that they are on the grounds where He can save them. He would rather they be lost than save them in a way that did dishonor 

to the Son. It is not the salvation of souls that is the primary motivation of Heaven. It is the glory of Jesus Christ. It is the honor 

of His Son, it is the magnifying of His Name, it is the exalting of Him that alone is worthy, this all Heaven is committed to — to 

glorify Jesus Christ.  

Now I submit to you that when you repent you are in a sense saying, I am not any longer going to live for my own glory. I am 

not going to live for my own praise. I am not going to live to please me. I am going to live for the glory of God. And you only 

understand the glory of God in Jesus Christ. So, in true repentance, there is a renunciation of self-seeking, self-willing, self-



choosing, and self-pleasing, and there is a committal of the will to the pleasing of God. And God can only be pleased in the 

pleasing of Christ. Therefore, everything that in that day will endure the test of the scrutiny of God, the fire which 

penetrates,(and not just the tape measure that measures, or the scale that weighs) the fire that penetrates and tests the 

nature will be to decide whether or not this was done for that one supreme purpose of glorifying Jesus Christ. Now this has to 

do with every area of activity. It has to do with the home and the mother tending the baby, and caring for the child in the most 

menial and difficult and unpleasant of tasks. It has to do with the husband, working in the office and the factory, and the shop, 

or the field. It has to do with the student in school. There has been set down by God one cut stone which shall measure all 

conduct, and influence all activity There is one rule which is supremely and sublimely Christian, and distinguishes between 

everything else that is merely religious. That which is religious seeks to please self by serving God, and that which is Christian 

seeks to glorify Christ by sacrificing self.  

Now, in that day in which you stand before Him at the Judgment Seat of Christ, every word, every thought, every action, every 

good service, every sermon preached, every visit made, every gift bestowed, everything that has been done is going to be 

tested by one motive: Was this purely for the glory of Jesus Christ, or was there some reflective purpose in it that I be see, I be 

built up, I be exalted. If there is any of this thing we have called self, self-pleasing, self-gratifying, self-exalting in it, it is as 

contaminated as the ear of corn our Brother Arnold described this morning that was brought to the representative of the State 

Department there on the Ivory Coast by the woman that had no fingers, but was leprous. And I submit to you that my service 

before you as your Pastor for these five years may have been judged by you, but blessed be God, I shan’t stand before you. 

Your response may have been judged by me, but you shall not stand before me. We together will stand before Jesus Christ. I 

will be judged as to whether or not the ministry that has been brought to you has been brought for one purpose and one only: 

The glory of Jesus Christ. You will be judged as to whether or not your response and actions and words and deeds, and all of 

the total milieu of your life has been only for the glory of Jesus Christ. And one day the secrets of men’s hearts are going to be 

made manifest. And then we are going to discover that the Christian life is not complicated. It is not difficult. It is not complex. 

It is not hard to understand. You say, “Oh I just wish I knew what to do here. I wish I knew how to behave here.” I refuse to 

submit to a legalism and say you can’t go here, you can’t do this, you can’t do that, you can’t do the other. God has given us 

one supreme law of love which is sufficient for every exigency of life. Our Lord stated it. “Thou shalt love the Lord, thy God, 

with all thy heart, and mind, and soul, and strength, and thy neighbor as thyself” (Mat. 22:37; 39). Translated into terms that 

we better understand it is this: The total purpose of your life in every area is that of pleasing God, or of glorifying God. And you 

seek to glorify God in every relationship with your neighbor. This forbids so many things. The moment that you seek to glorify 

God in relationship to Him, then prayer is because you want to glorify Him, and He judges it. Every service, every ministry, all 

that is offered is to this purpose, and every relationship with people. Oh how frequently people sin in motive. How frequently 

they hear something and misunderstand it, and judge the motive. We have spoken so frequently in the past about your 

absolute lack of right to judge anyone’s motives. You have no right to do that. You do not know why people do what they do. 

Only God knows why.  

Dear heart, one day it won’t be you judging another, but it will be Jesus Christ, this wonderful one before whom John fell as 

though He were dead, using those eyes as a flame of fire to pierce through the words you spoke yesterday, and Friday, and last 

week, and your thoughts of tomorrow, and your deeds of the past, and everything that has flowed out of your life since the 

day you met Jesus Christ is going to be penetrated by the fire of God’s omniscience, and it is going to be discovered first 

whether or not you are a Christian at all. For if you have been posing as a Christian, but have not been living for the glory of 

Christ then you are a hypocrite, and you have absolutely no right to name the Name of Christ. You have no right to! The only 

ones that have any right to name the Name of Christ are those who have fallen before Christ, not those who consent to the 

facts of the Theology, (the devils do that, but they have never fallen). Christians are people that have fallen, that have broken, 

and they have come to the place where their purpose is to please Him. And it is going to be revealed in that day whether you 

have been Christian in word or in truth. Some may have to wait until then to be seen. And then every word is spoken. Oh, don’t 

you want the warp of your life to carry with it the weaving on the woof that is complete and whole from today on? It is 

possible, you know. It is possible that you can. I know that we cannot do anything about yesteryear. I know that some of you 

have had damages wrought by sin that no time, not even God, can change. We recognize that, but we recognize that “He has 

said that He will restore the years the locusts have eaten” (Joe. 2:25). And God in sweet grace will take your life from today on, 



if you are willing to bow before Him and bend before Him, and He will weave that most beautiful of patterns possible to the 

praise of the glory of His grace, if you will let Him from today on.  

“Well, what do you mean, ‘let Him’?” If from today you will bring every thought, and motive, and will, into the captivity of 

Christ and in one reason for your being from today on will be the glory of God in Jesus Christ. And you will seek to glorify Him 

in your home, your business, with your family, with your friends, with your children. The evidence of sincerity and genuineness 

in this purpose is that right now, today, you bow and bend and break in any place that you know that sin has marred the 

pattern. It is going to be unveiled. It is going to be uncovered. We cannot hide it. 

Oh I plead with you today, remember God has committed all judgment to the Son, and He has appointed a day in which we 

must stand before Him. He said, We must appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ.  

When Tom Hare2 went back to Ireland a few years ago, Dr. Tozer3 said to him, “Tom, What are you going to do, preach when 

you get back to Ireland.” He said, “Oh no, I am not going to preach.” He said, “I have been talking too much. I am going to have 

a preview of the Judgment Seat of Christ, and I’m going to find out about the worst — find the worst out about myself, and I’m 

going to deal with it, while there is still time enough to do something about it.”  

And I believe that ought to be the attitude of every one of us this morning: I want to find out the worst about myself, and deal 

with it while there is still time enough to do something about it. Will you? Will you? If you do not, if you carry in your heart 

unconfessed, unforgiven sin, it won’t make any difference what is preached here by Dr. Robert Brown4 next Lord’s Day 

morning, what I preach in the months to come. You will have set a ceiling over your own life. And there will be no progress 

until there is brokenness. But if you are willing to meet Him, God is willing to make your life count for the greatest possible 

glory of Christ from today on.  

Shall we pray? Father of our Lord Jesus, look Thou upon us, and see us as a company of people about to come before the 

Table. Thou hast said in connection with the Table, “Judge yourselves that you be not judged, for when you are judged you are 

chastened of the Lord that you should not be condemned with the world” (I Cor. 11:31-32). Oh God, this is the Table of Thy 

dear Son. It is not our Table. It is His. We are coming to it, and we have been speaking now of spiritual inventory, and of the 

necessity of taking stock, and evaluating, knowing Lord that the weaving of each day is done and fixed; and even though the 

sins forgiven, the scarring of the pattern remains. And we know, Father, that if any go to this Table with unconfessed, 

unforgiven sin or bitterness, or strife, or anything that grieves Thee, “they are only drinking judgment and discipline to 

themselves, sickness to their body, and distress to their homes, and their families, and their loved ones.” Thou art a Holy God. 

Oh protect Thy Table, Lord. We cannot. The people in this metropolitan area come from all over. We cannot protect it, Lord, as 

we would. Protect Thy Table. Let the fear of men, fear of the Risen Christ, a holy godly confidence that Jesus Christ is all that 

Thou hast said He is come into our hearts, until, Lord, knowing that we must appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ, we are 

going to be afraid of bitterness, and strife, and sarcasm, and criticism, and backbiting, and lust, and dishonesty, and all the 

things that grieve the One whose Name is Holy. Come upon us until we shall fear sin, and love righteousness, till there shall be 

a great turning to Thee, a great breaking up of the fallow ground of our heart still Thou canst bless. We ask Thee, Lord, now 

just to let the sense of Thy presence continue and settle upon us until as we pick up the Bread and hold it we see the Body of 

Thy Son, and the Cup we see the Blood of Thy Son. He was not to save us in our sins, but to save us from our sins. And grant, 

Lord, that there should come a sense of awe, a wonder as we approach the Table of the Lord. In His Name and for His sake we 

ask it. Amen.  

* Reference such as: Delivered at The Gospel Tabernacle Church, New York City on Sunday Morning, September 10, 1961 by Paris W. Reidhead, Pastor. 
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